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PA S  S t u d y  I  B a c k g r o u n d  

Participation and 
dispensing?

PAS
Pharmacist Perspectives 
on Assisted Suicide
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Participating pharmacists Non-participating pharmacists 

Patients with death position will
PA S  S t u d y  I  A i m s  a n d  M e t h o d s

Qualitative

Quantitative 

In-depth insights

Explore challenges

Explore public health and 
demographic data

www.palliativ.at
Reporting -and learning system
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46.9 years (SD± 10.5)

Participating pharmacists 

20.5 years of experience (SD ± 10.6)

60.6% female, 31% male, 
4.1% not want to say, 2.6% NA

46.9 years (SD± 13.1)

Non-participating pharmacists 

21 years of experience (SD ± 13.3)

73.8% female, 22.3% male, 
0% not want to say, 1.5% NAN=130 

DISPENSATION

PARTICIPATION

MENTAL STRENGTH

77 52

yes no

Thought about dispensation

42 41 35 19 8 15

very low preparation for dispention not the task of pharmacists
ethical issues religious issues
taboo topic fear of mistakes (e.g. storage, dispensing)

10291

108143732

Dispensed lethal drug  

Reasons for participation

2559404323

N=193 

Mental strength

37 25 28 21 17

very high high moderate low very low

Reasons of refusal in program participation

Fear of mental burden

Patients with death position will

Range: 30-97 years

N=112  
68 deaths

Tumour diseases, neurological 
disorders, lung diseases, and 
psychiatric disorders

PA S  S t u d y  I  R e s u l t s

“Well, most of the 
people who ask us 
are always very 
relieved that there are 
pharmacies that 
dispense it.” P2 130

“If someone is overwhelmed 
during the dispensation, a 
colleague always comes to 
help.” P2 71

“Religious reasons, 
God decides and 
not us”!

We have a healing 
profession, not a killing-
assistance profession. 
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PA S  S t u d y  I  C o n c l u s i o n

wide gap between participating and non-participating pharmacists

How to close the gap?

Participating pharmacists Non-participating pharmacists 

training 
support

guidelines

collaboration

safety

ethics

Thank you for 
your attention!


