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Coming up 
 
• 12-14 June 2008: EAFP Con-

gress in Lille, France 
• 8-11 July 2008: The Social 

Pharmacy Workshop in 
Queenstown, New Zealand 

• 28 August-5 September 2008: 
The FIP congress in Basle, 
Switzerland 

• 5th September 2008: PCNE 
General Assembly in Basle 
and the Roelofoppe wineparty 
in Maisonsgoutte, France. 

• 3-4 October 2008: Europharm 
Annual Meeting in Copenha-
gen 

• 25-27 October 2008: The 37th 
ESCP Symposium in Dubrov-
nik, Croatia 

• 4-7 March 2009 The 6th 
PCNE Working Conference in 
Maceira/Vimeiro, Portugal.  
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In this issue 

The exciting program for the 2009 PCNE 
working Conference is ready. The confer-
ence, with the title ‘Innovation in Pharma-
ceutical Care Research’ will be held from 
4-7 March 2009 in Maceira/Vimeiro, just 
50 km northwest of Lisbon in Portugal. 

The full program of the upcoming working 
conference can be found and downloaded  
at the link 
http://pcne.vanmilconsult.nl/wc2009/ 

The Working Conference will start on Wednesday 4th March 2009 in the afternoon (at 
14.30h), and finishes Saturday, 7th of March at noon. PCNE members and commit-
tees and boards may have meetings on Wednesday morning and Saturday after-
noon. Please contact the professional secretariat if you wish to do so.  

Programme is Ready! 
01-05-2008 

Preceding the PCNE General Assembly 
in Basle, on the 5th September 2008, a 
short meeting will be held on the topic of 
medication review and home visits. This 
essential part of pharmaceutical care 
process is often neglected because 
‘pharmacists must be able to do this…’. 
In practice, studies show a large variabil-
ity in the performance of pharmacists, 
whereas nurses seem to perform better!! 
Some discussion in the role of pharma-
cists, and perhaps guidelines would be 
welcomed. 
If you would like to contribute to this 
session, please contact Dr. Kurt Hers-
berger at kurt.hersberger@unibas.ch. 

More info about the 
above conferences: 

at our bulletin 
board!! 

A newsletter for the members of the Pharmaceutical Care Network Europe 

Medication review 

Workshops in Vimeiro 
• Innovation in Quantitative        

methods, an advanced workshop         
A workshop with e.g. time-series and 
survival analysis.                            
Facilitators: Dr. Ana Paula Martins (Portugal) 
and Dr. Tracey Farquar (United Kingdom) 

• Innovation in Qualitative           
Pharmaceutical Care Research                     
Exploring the use of participant and 
non-participant observation.            
Facilitators: Dr. Margaret Watson (United King-
dom) and Dr. Afonso Cavaco (Portugal) 

• Studying service and pharmaceuti-
cal care delivery (novice workshop) 
Evaluating new types of services such 
as point-of-care testing, seamless 
care etc.                                         
Facilitators: Dr. Cecilia Bernsten (Sweden) and 
Ms. Suzete Costa (Portugal) 

• Developing Ethical Guidelines for 
Pharmaceutical Care Research  
Developing PCNE guidelines           
Facilitators: Dr. Mary Tully (United Kingdom) 
and Dr. Mara Guerreiro (Portugal) 

• Competency versus performance 
in pharmaceutical care practice     
A workshop with a focus on educa-
tional matters and competency      
Facilitators: Prof. Ian Bates (United Kingdom), 
Dr. Martin Henman (Ireland) and Dr. Pilar Mo-
damio (Spain) 



Although the PCNR classification for Drug-Related Problems has 
been used in many instances, there have not been ‘official’ peer 
reviewed publications about its functionality in practice.  

In 2007, a Master Thesis by Ms. Mattenklotz became available 
comparing the PCNE classification (V5.01) with PiDoc. It can be 
downloaded from the PCNE website, under the link ‘Drug related 
problem classification’. The author concludes that there is no 
clear preference for either classification. 

Recently also a study has been published on the use of the 
PCNE classification in the hospital setting in Switzerland. The 
authors conclude ‘We consider the PCNE system to be a practi-
cal tool in the hospital setting, which demonstrates the values of 
a clinical pharmacy service in terms of identifying and reducing 
DRPs and also has the potential to reduce prescribing costs.’ 
The reference for the publication is: Lampert ML, Kraehenbuehl 
S, Hug BL. Drug-related problems: evaluation of a classification 
system in the daily practice of a Swiss University Hospital. Pharm 
World Sci 2008;DOI 10.1007/ 11096-008-9213-9. 

Pharmaceutical Care Network Europe 
 
c/o Margrietlaan 1 
9471CT Zuidlaren, the Netherlands 
 
Phone +31 50 4029095 
Fax: +31 50 4090732 
Skype: foppevm 
Email: info@pcne.org 

During the 2009 Working Confer-
ence a new format will be tried for 
a few of the lectures. As you can 
see in the program, there will be 
official ‘respondents’. The respon-
dent(s) are supposed to discuss 
the content of the presentation, 
and perhaps comment on the pre-
sented opinions.  
 
Like in previous years, the phar-
maceutical care foundation of the 
German pharmacist association 
has an award for the best poster. 
We are therefore very happy to 
announce that the ANF (the Portu-
guese Association of pharmacies) 
will enable PCNE to also give an 
award for the best short oral com-
munication! 
So, don’t forget to submit one or 
more abstracts! 

New at the Working 
Conference 

The PCNE is an Association under Dutch law that resides officially in 
Kampen. The association is Registered in Zwolle, the Netherlands: 
KvK number 05073810. 

The Board of PCNE 2007-2009 
 
Filipa Alves da Costa - Chairperson 
Mara Guerreiro—Secretary 
Birthe Søndergaard 
Tommy Westerlund 
Martin Henman 
Foppe van Mil 

Want to 
contribute to a 

new, restructured 
website?  

Contact the PCNE   
chair(wo)man now! 

Update on the DRP-classification  

ISPW 2008 
You can still register for the  
International Social Pharmacy 
Workshop 2008 in New Zealand! 
This promises to be a 
very interesting confer-
ence! 
http://www.pharmacy2008.ac.nz/

New members? 
During the next gen-
eral assembly, there 
will be an opportu-
nity for new mem-
bers to present. If 
you know of anyone 
wishing to become a 
member, please in-
form the person and 
also the professional 
secretariat. 

The pool in Vimeiro 

The lobby in Vimeiro 

Where to go? 
If you want more information on 
pharmaceutical care related confer-
ences in Europe, you can visit the 
PCNE forum at: 
http://www.vanmilconsult.nl/    
pcnefora/index.php 
Look at the section ‘Conferences’.  
 
Please inform the professional se-
cretariat about any relevant confer-
ence that you have spotted and we 
will add it to the site, 
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