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Coming up 

 15-17 October 2009. Spanish 
Pharmaceutical Care Confer-
ence with e.g. Linda Strand. 
Sevilla, Spain. 

 9-11 October 2009. Annual 
meeting of Europharm Forum in 
Budapest. 

 2-3 November 2009. PCNE 
Working Symposia in Geneva, 
Switzerland 

 3-6 November 2009. Annual 

ESCP symposium with GSASA, 
in Geneva, Switzerland. Theme: 
30 years of Clinical Pharmacy, a 
bright future ahead! 

 2-4 May 2010 Uppsala, Swe-
den. The 6th Nordic Interdisci-
plinary Conference  on Qualita-
tive Methods in the Service of 
Health 
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On Monday 2 November 2009 and Tuesday 3 November the working groups of 
PCNE organise two one-day symposia in Geneva, Switzerland. The first one is on 
Drug-Related Problems and the PCNE classification, and the second one on Medica-
tion Review. The symposia precede the ESCP-GSASA symposium.  

The DRP meeting 

During the meeting on Drug Related Problems there is an opportunity to present ex-
periences with classifications, and results of research projects. In the afternoon there 
will be working groups on the definitions of Drug-related problems versus Medication 
errors, a newly proposed Version 6 of the PCNE classification and on the applicability 
and validation of DRP classifications. 

Medication review 

During the medication review meeting there will also be short pres-
entations. In the afternoon the participants will discuss three levels 
of medication review: simple medication review, intermediate and 
advanced. These workshops should eventually lead to guidelines 
for medication review and interview-guides. 

For more information: download the program from www.pcne.org.  

Working at symposia !! 

15-09-2009 

There is a new version of the PCNE 
classification available on the PCNE 
website. However, this still is an non-
validated draft version which will be dis-
cussed in the upcoming meeting in-
Geneva.   

More info about the 

above conferences 

at the secretariat 
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DRP classification revision 

 The PCNE fora have been installed 
again and are functioning. Go to 
http://pcne.vanmilconsult/pcnefora and 
register! 

 Mary Tully and Maria Cordina are the 
new chairman and secretary of PCNE. 
They have been elected at the General 
Assembly in Istanbul. 

 Our motivated Working Conference 
participant Prof. Charlie Benrimoj from 
Australia, has recently joined the team 
of our institutional member the Univer-
sity of Granada. We look forward to 
seeing more often in Europe. 

Latest news           

The 18th Annual meeting of Europharm 
Forum in Budapest will have two profes-
sional programs: 

- Friday 9 October 2009: The challenges 
for pharmacy practice within Obesity and 
Mental Health—How can the profession-
als join forces? 

- Saturday 10 October 2009: How to deal 
with Rx to OTC switches. 

For more information contact the Euro-
pharm secretariat at                               
secretariat@europharmforum.org or look 
at www.europharmforum.org. 

18
th

 Annual Meeting Europharm Forum: 9-10 October 



PCNE has an observer status in EuroPharm Forum and as such 
Birthe Sondergaard attended a meeting in Copenhagen about 
the future of EuroPharm forum. The purpose of the meeting was 
to hear the members and observers opinions and priorities for 
the future of the Forum. The input will be used to prepare the 
next annual meeting in October. 

During the last year the Executive Committee has taken a lot of 
initiatives to increase the professional support to the members. 
One of the initiatives is the Observatory – an electronic scanning 
facility and document library with 5 different elements: 

1. Discussion on Pharmacy Practice: Users can introduce or 

contribute to professional discussions 

2. Pharmacy Practice Documents: A library of documents 

scanned for relevance 

3. Forum Practice Domains: Areas maintained by the Modera-

tors of the active Forum Working Groups 

4. Evidence-based Pharmacy Practice: Collection of evidence 

from Pharmakon and the Danish Pharmaceutical Association 

Pharmacy Practice Events: An interactive calendar of pharma-
ceutical meetings, congresses etc. 

You can find the Observatory on www.europharm.pbworks.com 

 

The Forum has signed a Memorandum of Understanding for col-
laboration with WHO Europe to increase the collaboration be-
tween the organisations and they also want an increased col-
laboration with observer organisations. The open discussion in 
the meeting concluded, that there is a place for the Forum, that 
the professional focus has to be strengthen and that the Forum 
should take active part in the Strategic discussions in FIP. 
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The Board of PCNE 2009-2011 
 
Mary Tully (UK) - Chairperson 
Maria Cordina (Malta) - Secretary 
Filipa Alves da Costa (Portugal) 
Mara Guerreiro (Portugal) 
Birthe Søndergaard (Denmark) 
Tommy Westerlund (Sweden) 
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Consultation EuroPharm Forum 

BPCS progress 

An intermediate review can be per-
formed when the patient can be ap-
proached for information. Such a re-
view is based on medication history 
and patient information. The additional 
information enables finding also differ-
ent problems.  

III The advanced medication review.  
And advanced medication review is 
based on medication history, patient 
information and the full clinical infor-
mation, including laboratory data.  It is 
likely that this type of review usually 
can be conducted in health care cen-
ters or clinics/hospitals, where there is 
some sort of inter-professional coop-
eration. 

 

The working group will start to define 
guidelines for performing these dif-
ferent types of reviews, and also pre-
pare interview guides in Geneva dur-
ing the upcoming symposium. 

It has been quite a challenge for 
the Working Group on medication 
review to compile the program for 
the one-day symposium. There are 
many issues involved in medication 
review. Not only if it is conducted 
retrospectively or prospectively, but 
also what method to use (implicit or 
explicit).  

Then of course the setting is impor-
tant, and thus the challenges of 
different data sources and coopera-
tion models. Therefore it has now 
been decided to focus the work on 
medication review on three types: 

I. The simple medication review.  
The simple medication review is only 
based on the medication history in 
the pharmacy and only a limited num-
ber of problems can be detected. 

II The Intermediate medication re-
view.  

Medication Review 
The article on the results of the Be-
havioural Pharmaceutical Care 
Scale has now been submitted to 
Pharmacy World & Science. It will 
need some revisions, but hopefully 
it will then be accepted soon.  

http://www.europharm.pbworks.com/

